


THE HEART
OF GEORGIAN BAY
HAS BEEN AN IMPORTANT 
HOMELAND TO, AND 
GATHERING PLACE FOR, 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLE FOR 
THOUSANDS OF YEARS

The County of Simcoe acknowledges that this land is the 
traditional territory of the Anishinaabek (a-neesh-in-a-beck) 
Nation, which includes the Ojibwe (o-jib-way), Odawa (o-da-
wa), and Pottawatomi (pot-a-wa-tom-ee) Nations, collectively 
known as the Three Fires Confederacy.

We also recognize the Huron-Wendat, who occupied these 
lands prior to the middle of the 17th century. We embrace the 
enduring presence and partnership of the Indigenous Peoples 
of this region including the Chippewa Tri-Council First Nations, 
comprised of the Beausoleil First Nation, the Chippewa’s of 
Rama, and the Georgina Island First Nation.

We would also like to recognize the diverse Métis and Inuit 
communities within our region. The County of Simcoe is 
dedicated to honouring our Indigenous history and culture 
and is commited to coming together to learn, heal and create 
future prosperity, respect and understanding in all of our 
communities.
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WELCOME.
BIENVENUE.
AHNEEN BOOZHOO.

Located 90 minutes north of Toronto, on a peninsula jutting 
into Canadian paradise, the Heart of Georgian Bay proudly 
encompasses the communities of Midland, Penetanguishene, 
Tay and Tiny, and is part of the County of Simcoe.

Here, you will find a National and a Provincial Park, cherished 
historical sites, deep-rooted Indigenous tall ships and 
Francophone culture, protected wildlife areas, waterfront 
recreational trails, and so much more. The beaches here are 
nothing short of spectacular, with soft sands and crystal-
clear waters that rival the world’s most exotic destinations. 
Freshwater boating, whether under power, sail, or paddle, is 
unparalleled, and the fishing is rich. World-class marinas and 
expert charters await your arrival.

If you think summer is where all the fun is, wait until you see 
how we celebrate winter! The Georgian Bay snowbelt allows for 
a network of snowmobile trails, peaceful snowshoe adventures 
and perfect photo opportunities. You just have to learn to 
embrace the snow.

5



6G
O

O
D

 T
O

 K
N

O
W



7

GETTING HERE
By Car
From Highway 400:
Exit 98 for Bayfield Street / 
County Road 26 towards Tiny

Exit 121 for Highway 
93 towards Midland or 
Penetanguishene

Exit 147 for Highway 12 
towards Tay or Midland

By Transit
Simcoe County LINX Bus
1-800-263-3199
linx.simcoe.ca
Service runs Monday to Friday 
from Barrie and Orillia

Mid-Pen Transit
midland.ca or 
penetanguishene.ca
Service runs Monday to 
Saturday within Midland and 
Penetanguishene

By Bike
A network of on-road and off-
road cycling routes connect 
the Heart of Georgian Bay to 
the rest of Simcoe County, 
including the 160km Simcoe 
County Loop Trail.

Find all the resources you need 
to plan your cycle-friendly 
adventure at cyclesimcoe.ca

By Water
We are located on Georgian 
Bay, in the eastern part of Lake 
Huron. Refer to the Outdoor 
Recreation section (page 
36) for more information on 
marinas and charters.

By Air
Huronia Regional Airport  
20 Ed Connolly Drive, Tiny
(705) 526-8086 | 
huroniaairport.com
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There are several municipal 
parking lots in Downtown 
Midland and Penetanguishene, 
where you can park for free 
for up to 8 hours. You will also 
find free parking for up to 2 
hours along downtown streets. 
Overnight parking is not 
permitted.

To access the beaches in 
Tiny Township, visitors can 
download the Hotspot Parking 

App or use pay and display 
parking machines at Woodland 
Beach, Jackson Park, Balm 
Beach or Lafontaine Beach.

From November 15 to April 
1 of each year, snow removal 
parking restrictions come into 
effect. Vehicles parked on any 
street or in a municipal parking 
lot are subject to a fine and are 
towed between 12:01 a.m. and 
7 a.m.

PARKING

May to October
Midland Harbourmaster
165 King Street, Midland
(705) 526-4610

Open year-round
Bourgeois 
Community Centre
527 Len Self Boulevard, 
Midland
(705) 526-4275 x3206

May to October
Tourist Information 
Centre & Town Dock
2 Main Street, 
Penetanguishene
(705) 549-2232

Open year-round
Southern Georgian Bay 
Chamber of Commerce
208 King Street, Midland
(705) 526-7884

VISITOR INFORMATION
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During your visit, you may encounter 
vehicles displaying a flashing green 
light. These are our invaluable volunteer 
firefighters, responding to an emergency.

We kindly ask that you clear the way, 
because every second counts!

EMERGENCY SERVICES
CALL 9-1-1 for police, fire,  
or ambulance.

Ontario Provincial Police
For non-emergencies and 
general inquiries, call 1-888-
310-1122

Georgian Bay  
General Hospital
Main access from Highway 93
112 St. Andrews Street, Midland
(705) 526-1300
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SAINTE-MARIE AMONG 
THE HURONS

Nestled along the banks of the Wye River in Tay Township, 
Sainte-Marie among the Hurons is a historic reconstruction of 
Ontario’s first European community. Immerse yourself in the 
poignant story of cultural contact, as you explore the land of 
longhouses, saints, and explorers. Let this captivating journey 
ignite your passion for Canadian history.

Sainte-Marie among the Hurons offers a rich array of 
programs that immerse visitors in 17th-century history, 
including guided tours with costumed interpreters, interactive 
workshops, and educational programs. Learn about the past 
and present of Indigenous peoples during National Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day and National Day of Truth & Reconciliation. 
Celebrate the harvest during Hometown Harvest Festival or 
experience the magic of the holiday season when the historic 
site is illuminated by 5,000 candles during the award-winning 
First Light.

Open May to October, plus seasonal events

16164 Highway 12 East, Midland
(705) 526-7838 | saintemarieamongthehurons.on.ca
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MARTYRS’ SHRINE

Martyrs’ Shrine is a national holy and historic site dedicated 
to the eight Canadian Jesuit Martyrs and their companions 
who lived, worked, and died here over 350 years ago while 
serving various Indigenous peoples of Canada. An 
architectural monument and house of prayer, Martyrs’ 
Shrine welcomes visitors of all faiths, to enter a sacred 
moment of Canadian history and towards a deeper 
understanding of faith and heritage.

Every summer, Martyrs’ Shrine welcomes 
numerous pilgrimage groups, representing 
ethnicities from all corners of the 
world, as well as visitors interested in 
architecture and history.

Don’t miss the opportunity to indulge 
in a delectable meal at the Birch Canoe Resto 
& Grill, a classic grill with a French-inspired 
twist, ready to welcome you year-round. 
Reservations are highly recommended.

Open May to October, plus seasonal events

16163 Highway 12 West, Midland
(705) 526-3788 | martyrs-shrine.com
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LANDMARK CRUISES

Operating from the Penetanguishene Town Dock, the 
300-passenger Georgian Legacy will provide you with an 
unforgettable sightseeing cruise experience, featuring iconic 
Georgian Bay windswept pines, clear blue water, tranquil 
beaches and rocky grandeur.

If you’re looking for a thrill, board the Midland 
Flash, an exciting open-air speedboat 
with exhilarating speeds of 60 km/h. 
Departing from Midland Harbour, you 
can cruise the 30,000 Islands with the 
wind in your hair and music pumping. 
This 45-passenger boat allows an 
up-close view of Georgian Bay’s 
gems – including Beausoleil 
Island (Georgian Bay Islands 
National Park), Honey 
Harbour, and more!

Penetanguishene Town Docks and Midland Harbour
(705) 549-3333 | landmarkcruises.com
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WYE MARSH 
WILDLIFE
CENTRE

Escape, explore, experience. 
The Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre 
boasts 3,000 acres of provincially 
significant wetlands and federally 
designated forest, in Tay Township. 
Open 362 days a year!

Visitors of all ages can discover 
reptiles in the interpretive display 
hall and raptors in the Birds of 
Prey area. Take a guided canoe 
or kayak tour through the marsh 

channels or explore 
25km of trails on 
your own. Hike, bike, 
cross country ski or 
snowshoe to visit the 
observation tower, 
floating boardwalks, 
waterfowl monitoring 
platform, wildlife 

gardens, and so much 
more!

16160 Highway 12 East, Midland
(705) 526-7809 | wyemarsh.com
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DISCOVERY HARBOUR

Go back in time and create lasting memories of shipwrecks, 
sailors, soldiers and spirits at Discovery Harbour, a 19th 
century British naval and military establishment with the best 
views of Penetang Bay. Try a range of engaging events and 
programs that bring history to life, including daily guided 
tours, the immersive Historic Blacksmithing Workshop, or 
the family-friendly Pirates of the Bay event. Brave visitors 
can try spine-tingling Ghost Tours or Secrets of Scéance, the 
challenging Bo’sun’s Brig Escape Room, or the award-winning 
Pumpkinferno event.

Open May to September, plus seasonal events

93 Jury Drive, Penetanguishene
(705) 549-8064 | discoveryharbour.on.ca
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KING’S WHARF THEATRE

Flanked by the historic buildings of Discovery Harbour is the 
King’s Wharf Theatre, a pleasantly rustic, 364-seat venue that 
offers all the comforts of a modern facility. Operated by award-
winning Drayton Entertainment, this professional theatre 
offers an array of musicals and comedies.

The 2026 Season opens with Sister Act, a divine musical 
comedy filled with gospel-inspired music, dancing, and 
sisterhood. Nashville Music City follows, a feel-good revue 
celebrating country music legends. Then comes Over the River 
and Through the Woods, a heartwarming comedy about family. 
Return to Grace brings Elvis’ classics to life in a breathtaking 
spectacle. Finally, Snow White and the Seven Tenors delivers 
fairy tale fun with dazzling music and cheeky humour.

Open June to November

97 Jury Drive, Penetanguishene
(705) 549-5555 | kingswharftheatre.com
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PENETANGUISHENE 
CENTENNIAL MUSEUM
AND ARCHIVES

Explore one of Ontario’s last original general stores to learn 
about the area’s early lumbering industry. Built in 1875 by Karl 
Maxillian “Charles” Beck, this historic building hosts the stories 
of Penetanguishene’s cultural past. Rain or shine, the museum 
offers programming and special events throughout the year as 
well as an extensive genealogical research room, and varied 
travelling exhibits.

If you are up for some walking, join one of two walking tours, 
offered on select dates. The Downtown Penetanguishene 
Historical Walking Tour offers insight into the history of 
the homes and businesses on the town’s oldest streets. The 
Rotary Champlain Wendat Park Walking Tour highlights the 
Indigenous and Franco-Ontarian history of our area through 
interpretation of the many sculptures in the park.

13 Burke Street, Penetanguishene
(705) 549-2150 | pencenmuseum.com



HURONIA 
MUSEUM

Located in beautiful Little 
Lake Park, the Huronia Museum 
has preserved the history of 
this region and its people for 
over 75 years. It boasts a robust 
collection, including tens of 
thousands of artifacts ranging 
from photographs to Indigenous 
archaeology.

Inside, take your time to browse 
an impressive collection of Group 
of Seven work, a collection of 
First Nations art, and an extensive 
exhibit on the great vessels 
that have travelled Georgian 
Bay. Outside, explore a replica 
pre-contact Huron/Ouendat 
village, including a lookout 
tower, wigwam, and a full-size 
longhouse.

549 Little Lake Park Road, Midland
(705) 526-2844 
huroniamuseum.com
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DOWNTOWN
MIDLAND

The gateway to Georgian Bay’s 
30,000 Islands. Stroll Downtown 
Midland while enjoying one-of-a-kind 
shops, art galleries, and restaurants. 
Visitors will also find more than 50 
murals in the downtown and along 
the waterfront, including the largest 
historical mural in North America.

The Town of Midland comes alive 
during the many special events 
throughout the year including the 
farmers’ market, Georgian Bay 
Waterfront Festival, 
Canada Day festivities, 
Music in the Park 
and, of course, 
Ontario’s Best 
Butter Tart 
Festival!
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MIDLAND 
CULTURAL 
CENTRE

Situated in vibrant downtown 
Midland, the Midland Cultural 
Centre (MCC) is a modern, 
architecturally unique facility 
which hosts live performances, 
stunning visual art and engaging 
theatre all under one roof - 
including the MCC Gallery of 
Indigenous Art.

Whether attending a world-class 
music concert, taking an art class 
with Quest Art School + Gallery, 
viewing the latest exhibition in one 
of three free galleries, or enjoying 
a performance from Huronia 
Players community theatre, there 
is always something for everyone 
at the MCC. 

333 King Street, Midland
(705) 527-4420 | 
midlandculturalcentre.com
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PARC ROTARY WENDAT 
CHAMPLAIN PARK

Lose yourself in this stunning 90-acre heritage park, located 
along the waterfront of Penetang Harbour. Hand-crafted 
statues peppered throughout the park depict 400 years of the 
town’s history and commemorates four cultures; Anglophone, 
Francophone, Indigenous and Métis. Park amenities include 
a splash pad, playground, fishing dock, covered pavilion, 
skateboard park, dog park, basketball and beach volleyball 
courts. The park trail leads you to the Town Docks and the base 
of Main Street.

Guided walking tours are available through the 
Penetanguishene Centennial Museum & Archives, or enjoy live 
music at the amphitheatre on Friday evenings in the summer 
months, during Bayside Summer Soirée. 

8 Owen Street, Penetanguishene
(705) 549-7453 | penetanguishene.ca
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SIMCOE COUNTY 
LOOP TRAIL

The Simcoe County Loop Trail is a scenic 160-kilometer route 
that weaves through nine municipalities, connecting stunning 
natural landscapes and charming towns. It features a mix of 
rail trails and waterfront paths, making it a mostly off-road, 
multi-use trail popular with cyclists. The trail is relatively flat and 
accessible, and is approximately 80% gravel. 

It’s perfect for bikepacking or multi-day tours. Along the way, 
you’ll encounter three major bodies of water: Georgian Bay, Lake 
Simcoe, and Lake Couchiching. Other highlights include the 
Minesing Wetlands, the fully paved Tay Shore Trail, and historic 
sites like Sainte-Marie among the Hurons. Cycling-friendly 
accommodations can also be found along the way, including 
campgrounds, hotels, and B&Bs.

Tag @cyclesimcoe in a social media post during your 
Simcoe County Loop Trail adventure to receive a free t-shirt to 
commemorate your ride.

cyclesimcoe.ca
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BARN QUILTS 
OF SIMCOE COUNTY

Embark on a self-guided adventure, seeking out more than 
160 vibrant barn quilts scattered across Simcoe County, 
highlighting farm-based businesses and sharing stories that 
are woven into the rich fabric of the area. Each barn quilt is an 
8 X 8 painting of a quilt block pattern. Some were painted by 
the hosts and their loved ones, some by community volunteers, 
and others were taken on as special projects by elementary 
school students or the residents of long-term care homes. Each 
quilt boasts a unique pattern that celebrates family traditions 
and local heritage.

Along your expedition, you will find that some barn quilt 
locations also offer the opportunity for farmgate shopping. 
Bring home a bottle of maple syrup from Windlee Farms, 
William’s Farm or One Chicken Ranch, or a beautiful bouquet 
of farm-grown flowers from Georgian Roots Flower Farm. For 
those locations that do not have public storefronts, please 
enjoy the quilts safely from the shoulder of the road.

Twenty-six of these art pieces are right here in the Heart of 
Georgian Bay. So, grab a map, hit the road, and let the quilt 
quest begin!

experience.simcoe.ca/barn-quilts
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TINY BEACHES
A trip to the Heart of Georgian Bay would be incomplete 

without getting at least your toes in our beloved Georgian 
Bay waters. Tiny Township boasts 70 kilometers of pristine 
freshwater shoreline, featuring four beach areas open for public 
enjoyment. Visitors can access Balm Beach, Jackson Beach, 
Lafontaine Beach, and Woodland Beach through convenient 
pay-to-park stations. 

Among these, Balm Beach stands out with the most amenities, 
including restaurants, an arcade, a go kart track, a mini golf 
course, a playground, and public washrooms. When visiting 
these natural playgrounds, 
please always clean up after 
yourself, leaving only footprints 
behind, so that they may be 
enjoyed for generations to 
come.
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AWENDA 
PROVINCIAL 
PARK

Awenda Provincial Park spans more than 
2,900 hectares of stunning forest and 
features a 5.5km stretch of Georgian Bay 
shoreline, with a mix of rugged rocky areas 
and sandy beaches. 

The park is a haven for nature enthusiasts 
as well as those exploring cultural heritage. 
Awenda is rich in history, with human 
presence dating back 11,000 years, including 
the stories of the Wendat and Anishinaabe 
nations. Visitors can enjoy activities like 
hiking on 31km of trails, canoeing on an 
interior lake, viewing wildlife, including 
210 bird species, and camping on shaded 
sites nestled among sugar maples and red 
oaks. In the winter, the park offers 17km of 
backcountry ski trails. 

670 Awenda Park Road, Tiny
(705) 549-2231
ontarioparks.com
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GEORGIAN BAY ISLANDS 
NATIONAL PARK

Georgian Bay Islands National Park is a stunning natural gem 
located in the world’s largest freshwater archipelago. The park 
consists of 63 islands, with Beausoleil Island being the largest and 
most accessible. The park is accessible only by boat. Visitors can 
take their own watercraft, hire a water taxi or reserve a spot on the 
DayTripper from Honey Harbour.

The park is known for its rich ecological diversity, ranging from 
dense deciduous forests to the rugged granite outcrops of the 
Canadian Shield, which creates a unique habitat that supports an 
incredible variety of wildlife. It is home to more variety of reptiles 
and amphibians than anywhere else in Canada, including the 
eastern massasauga rattlesnake, Ontario’s only venomous snake, 
which is a species of special concern. The park is also steeped in 
history, with evidence of Indigenous use dating back thousands of 
years.

Beausoleil Island offers campsites, cabins, and oTENTiks (a cross 
between a tent and a cabin), all bookable through Parks Canada.

Beausoleil Island  I  parkscanada.gc.ca/gbi
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The Heart of Georgian Bay is a cultural destination like no other. 
Here, you’ll discover museums and living history sites that span 
from the 17th to the 20th century, telling the stories of those 
who have called this place home through the ages. The vibrant 
arts community is inspired by the stunning sights and sounds of 
Georgian Bay. Listen to the mother tongue of our Franco-Ontarian 
residents and witness the colourful influence of our Indigenous 
community. Attend an award-winning cultural festival and 
immerse yourself in the rich tapestry of experiences available here.

If history is what calls to you, begin your journey at Discovery 
Harbour, a historic naval and military base. Climb aboard replica 
tall ships and view the original hull of the HMS Tecumseth, 
all while enjoying the best views of Georgian Bay. Visit the 

SCAN  
for more
information
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Penetanguishene Centennial 
Museum & Archives for 
an intimate look at life in 
Penetanguishene. Highlights 
include Simcoe County’s oldest 
car and a fully stocked general 
store from 1875. You may even 
meet the resident ghost! Lastly, 
don’t miss Sainte-Marie among 
the Hurons and neighbouring 
Martyrs’ Shrine to immerse 
yourself in the lives of the first 
European settlers and their 
interactions with the local First 
Nation people over 400 years 
ago. 

For those with a flair for 
the dramatic, there are three 
fantastic venues for performing 
arts, along with numerous 
opportunities to enjoy live 
music. Experience a diverse 
array of performances at the 
Midland Cultural Centre, from 

award-winning musicians 
across all genres. Under the 
same roof, the Huronia Players 
Theatre hosts community 
theatre productions in an 
intimate, state-of-the-art 
theatre. Its downtown Midland 
location makes it perfect 
for pairing with a romantic 
dinner. Nestled in the historic 
wharf of Discovery Harbour, 
Drayton Entertainment stages 
the finest in live theatre at 
the King’s Wharf Theatre. 
Seasonal productions range 
from Broadway classics to 
blockbuster musicals, hilarious 
comedies, brilliant whodunits, 
and popular family pantos.

If you are passionate about 
visual arts, you will find 
three free art galleries with 
everchanging exhibits at the 
Midland Cultural Centre. 



The Midland Cultural Centre 
Gallery of Indigenous Art 
beautifully narrates the 
stories of artists and artisans 
from Beausoleil First Nation, 
Georgian Bay Métis, and 
broader Canadian Indigenous 
community. As you stroll the 
streets of downtown Midland, 
you’ll encounter the largest art 
gallery in the Heart of Georgian 
Bay – a collection of more than 
30 historical murals adorning 
buildings and alleyways. 
Among them is North 
America’s largest outdoor 
historical mural, an 80 by 250-

foot masterpiece depicting a 
Jesuit Priest and a Huron man 
overlooking the Wye Valley and 
the village of Sainte-Marie as it 
appeared in 1640. The Huronia 
Museum offers fascinating 
exhibits on Midland’s history, 
marine history, an Indigenous 
gallery, and a reconstructed 
pre-contact Huron-Ouendat 
village. What may surprise you 
is their impressive collection 
of works by the Group of 
Seven, celebrated for their 
iconic Canadian landscapes, 
including many scenes of 
Georgian Bay. 
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The Heart of Georgian Bay 
is a dream destination for 
those who love to meander 
along picturesque back roads, 
soaking in the tranquil beauty 
of rural life. Picture farmers 
hard at work, baling hay 
under the golden sun, playful 
calves frolicking in the fields, 
and endless rows of crops 
stretching toward the horizon.

As you travel through the 
countryside, you’ll find a bounty 
of fresh, local food waiting to 
be enjoyed. Stop by the market 
stand at Dubeau Family Farm 
and Fosters Farm for a taste 
of farm-fresh produce, or take 

advantage of farmgate sales, 
where farmers sell their goods 
right from their laneways—
no retail markup, just pure, 
homegrown goodness. 

33



Looking for fresh-picked 
delights? Choose the perfect 
bouquet of farm grown flowers 
at Georgian Roots Flower Farm, 
or head to Fosters Farm, Tiny 
Acres, or The Blueberry Place for 
berry-picking fun. You can also 
find farm-fresh eggs and produce 
at Baseline Farms and Tay Point 
Farms.

For a one-stop shop, visit 
Farm2Door, a local food 
hub featuring products 
from 100+ local farmers and 
producers. And don’t miss 
the Southern Georgian Bay 
Farmers’ Market, open every 
Sunday from May to October, 
at the intersection of Midland 
Avenue and Bay Street—a 
perfect place to connect 
with growers and savor the 
flavours of the season.
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If you are more interested in 
getting up close and personal 
with farm animals, visit Big 
Rock Acrez, a sweet little 
hobby farm right in Midland, 
or Rices Pumpkin Farm in the 
fall, or book a horseback trail 
ride or educational program at 
Serenity Rising Farm.

Adding a splash of color 
to this idyllic scene are the 
Simcoe County Barn Quilts, 
offering a fun and creative way 
to explore the area. Embark 
on a self-guided adventure 
seeking out more than 160 

vibrant barn quilts scattered 
across Simcoe County – 26 of 
which are here in the Heart of 
Georgian Bay. Each quilt tells a 
story, weaving together family 
traditions and local heritage 
into breathtaking patterns.
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The Heart of Georgian Bay 
has been a magnet for visitors 
from all corners for as long 
as the term “tourist” has 
existed. Whether you prefer 
to explore by land or by water, 
our little piece of heaven offers 
countless ways to plunge into 
the great outdoors.

To explore by land, you 
have several enticing options. 
The Wye Marsh Wildlife 
Centre spans 3,000 acres 
of provincially and federally 
significant wetlands and 
woodlands. You can wander 
trails on your own or join 
daily programs throughout 
all four seasons. Awenda 
Provincial Park is a paradise 
for bird watchers and nature 
enthusiasts. Reserve a campsite 
or purchase a Day Pass to access 
park amenities year-round. 
Explore scenic trails, paddle 
on a picturesque inland lake or 
swim at one of five beautiful 
Georgian Bay beaches. Be sure 
to visit one of two stunning 
waterfront parks. Parc Rotary-
Champlain-Wendat Park spans 
90 acres and features historic 
statues, public art, and a wealth 
of amenities, including a splash 
pad. Little Lake Park boasts one 
of our favourite playgrounds 
and a restaurant. Both parks 
host live music during the 
summer months. If you’re more 
interested in hitting the green, 
three semi-private golf clubs 
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eagerly await your arrival. Book 
your tee time at Barbosa Balm 
Beach Golf Club, Brooklea Golf 
& Country Club, or Midland 
Golf & Country Club, for a 
guaranteed good time.

Exploring the Heart of 
Georgian Bay isn’t complete 
until you’ve felt the cool, 
clear waters of Georgian Bay 
lap against your feet. In Tiny 
Township, you’ll find a stunning 
stretch of 70 kilometers of 
freshwater shoreline, dotted 
with four welcoming beach 
parks. Whether you’re heading 
to Balm Beach, Jackson 
Beach, Lafontaine Beach, or 
Woodland Beach, each offers 
public access through pay-to-
park stations. Balm Beach, in 
particular, is a lively hub — with 
eateries, games, family-friendly 
amenities, and even live music. 
It’s the kind of place where 
summer memories are made.

The Georgian Bay Biosphere 
is renowned for its unique 
rocky landscape and diverse 
collection of flora and fauna. To 
explore this geological marvel, 
you have two sightseeing 
cruise options. The leisurely 
Georgian Legacy, docked 
in Penetanguishene, offers a 
relaxed experience, while the 
adventurous Midland Flash, 
docked in Midland, provides 
a thrilling ride. Both cruises, 
operated by Landmark 
Cruises, navigate through the 
picturesque 30,000 Islands 
of Georgian Bay at their own 
pace. For a more personalized 
water adventure, consider 
booking a private charter with 
one of our trusted operators. If 
you have your own watercraft, 
marinas are dotted along the 
waterfront. If not, Diverse 
Rentals & Tours is your go-to 
source for motorized watercraft 
and toy rentals, or book a 
sightseeing tour with North 
Western Private Tours.
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The Heart of Georgian 
Bay offers fantastic cycling 
opportunities with a sprawling 
network of scenic waterfront 
trails, road routes, and rail trails.

The Heart of 
Georgian Bay 
Loop is a 98km 
road biking 
route through 
Tiny Beaches, 
cottage country and rural Tay 
Township. This relatively flat 
route takes you from Georgian 
Bay waterfront, through 

quiet farmland and ends on 
the famous Tay Shore Trail 
– recognized for being a fully-
paved part of the Trans Canada 
Trail.

The Simcoe 
County Loop Trail 
is a 160-kilometer 
cycling route that 
connects nine 
municipalities 

and passes by three major 
bodies of water: Georgian 
Bay, Lake Simcoe, and Lake 
Couchiching. The route is 
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mostly flat, offering a mix of 
gravel and paved surfaces, and 
the trail is primarily composed 
of off-road, multi-use rail 
trails, making it a scenic and 
accessible ride for cyclists of all 
levels.

Stretching more than 
3,600km from Sault Ste. 
Marie to the Quebec border 
on the St. Lawrence River, 
the Great Lakes Waterfront 
Trail is a signed cycling route 
of interconnected roads and 
trails. The Simcoe County 

portion of the trail is an (up to) 
255km multi-day bike-packing 
route that is fully signed and 
mapped. Hit multiple beaches, 
provincial parks, and historic 
sites while traveling through 15 
communities famous for their 
history, scenery – and  butter 
tarts! 

SCAN  
to learn more 
or order a free 
cycling map
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Looking for your next great ride? 
Look no further than the Heart 
of Georgian Bay! Quiet country 
roads, stunning views and plenty 
of motorcycle-friendly amenities 
on route. And the good news is 
that we’ve done some of the work 
for you, by vetting attractions, 
accommodations and dining 
options that are ready to welcome 
you and your bike.
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This ride is perfect for those 
who need a little helmet time 
and a break from the daily 
grind. Named after the popular 
Upper Big Chute Road, this 
super scenic ride takes you 
through the northeastern 
portion of Simcoe County.
This full day loop brings you 
far beyond our little piece 
of heaven but allows you to 
explore port towns, rural roads 
and blink-and-you-miss-it 
hamlets, all at your own pace. 

Stretch out your adventure 

by stopping along the way for 
a scenic vista, a meal at The 
Boathouse Eatery, Flynn’s 
Public House or Queen’s Quay 
British Pub, or a meal and 
a tour of one of our historic 
attractions - like Martyrs’ 
Shrine, home to the new Birch 
Canoe Resto & Grill.

THE CHUTE LOOP
Length: 250km
Duration: 1 full day
Highlights: Martyrs’ Shrine, Midland, 
Georgian Bay, Upper Big Chute Road

SCAN  
to learn more 
or order a free 
ride map
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Whether you’re looking for 
a challenging adventure or a 
peaceful escape, the Heart of 
Georgian Bay’s trails provide 
the perfect setting. Ready to 
explore?

Explore the breathtaking 
natural beauty and rich cultural 
history of the trails. Enjoy 
hiking, biking, x-country skiing, 
snowmobiling, horseback 
riding, and more. With beautiful 
sections of the Trans Canada 
Trail, abandoned rail lines, and 
in Simcoe County forests, the 
possibilities are endless. So take 
a deep breath and go ahead... 
Take a hike!
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The Tiny Trail is 19km of 
a partially paved, partially 
crushed gravel, multi-use 
trail that links the North 
Simcoe Rail Trail to the 
Penetanguishene Waterfront 
Trail. Meander along Copeland 
Creek and the Wye River, 
encountering many points of 
interest, including views of 
wildlife and a historic burial 
ground. Arguably the most 
scenic trail in the Heart of 
Georgian Bay, the Tiny Trail 
features 16 historic bridges 
between the start of the 
trail in Penetanguishene and 
Concession Road 12.

The Midland Rotary 
Waterfront Trail connects 
from the Tay Shore Trail in 
the south near Sainte-Marie 
among the Hurons, through 
Sainte-Marie Park and along 

the residential waterfront 
to the Midland Town Docks 
and charming downtown. 
Stop here for a bite to eat 
or refuel with a cup of 
coffee before continuing on 
through recreational lands 
and private marinas to join 
the Mid-Pen Link towards 
Penetanguishene. In this 
corridor, there are seven public 
parks featuring waterfront 
lookouts, resting amenities, 
a 2,700lb trumpeter swan 
and North America’s largest 
outdoor historical mural. 
Take your time and enjoy the 
journey!

SCAN  
to learn more 
or order a free 
trails guide
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Seek out the perfect keepsake 
to commemorate your visit by 
browsing the unique shops in 
the Heart of Georgian Bay. Start 
your journey on King Street 
in Midland, where you’ll find 
an array of charming shops 
offering apparel, home decor, 
and other unique treasures. 
Along the way, indulge in a 
variety of food and beverage 
options to satisfy any craving. 
Don’t miss the delightful 
clusters of retailers on Main 
Street in Penetanguishene and 
in the picturesque hamlet of 
Wyebridge.

There are several municipal 
parking lots in downtown 
Midland and Penetanguishene, 
where you can park for free 
for up to 8 hours. You will also 
find free parking for up to 2 
hours along downtown streets. 
Overnight parking is not 
permitted.

THE BOHO HUT
239 County Road 6 S., Tiny
(705) 245-2646
thebohohut.com
Stop in at this one-of-a-kind 
little shop and be inspired by 
their eclectic mix of clothing, 
accessories and home goods.

COTTAGE FRIENDS
221 King Street, Midland
(705) 526-7935
Cottagefriends.ca
Pick up the coziest of Georgian 
Bay apparel at Cottage Friends. 
Designs available in Men’s, 
Women’s and Children’s sizes, 
as well as home decor items. 
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SWEET ESCAPES
If you’re exploring the heart 

of Georgian Bay, there’s no 
shortage of places to satisfy your 
sweet tooth. From cozy bakeries 
to lakeside ice cream stands, the 
Heart of Georgian Bay offers a 
delicious variety of treats!

Boulangers Midland City 
Bakers on Yonge Street is a 
hidden gem, offering scratch-
made desserts including 
chocolate raspberry bars.

Wendy B’s Fine Foods, located 
on Lafontaine Road, adds a 
rustic touch with its selection of 
jams, jellies, and baked treats.       

Wyevale Jug City surprises 
visitors with its highly rated soft-
serve ice cream.

Cawaja Pines General Store is 
a nostalgic gem offering soft-
serve ice cream with dip options, 
baked goods, coffee, and 
cottage essentials—all served in 
a sunny, welcoming atmosphere.
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Grounded Coffee, located 
near the waterfront, is a local 
favourite for artisan coffee 
and unique baked goods like 
honey tahini bars and croissant-
toffee scones. Just steps away, 
The Elegant Gourmet offers 
handmade Belgian truffles, 
fresh fudge, chocolate-covered 
butter tarts, and gourmet 
coffee in a charming 
boutique setting.

Whether you’re planning 
a food-focused itinerary 
or just looking for a 
sweet stop after a 
hike or paddle, these 
destinations offer 
a delicious way to 
experience the region!

CULINARY 
EXPERIENCES

In the Heart of Georgian 
Bay, every meal tells a 
story. From cozy pubs to 

waterfront gems, this region 
offers a delicious blend of local 
flavour and global inspiration.

Start your culinary adventure 
at Test Batches Brewery, where 
seasonal ingredients meet small-
batch brews in a welcoming, 
ever-evolving menu. Stroll down 
to the water and enjoy fresh fare 
with a view at The Boathouse 

Eatery, a favourite for lakeside 
dining.

Craving Italian? Lily’s 
Italian Eatery serves 

up rustic charm and 
handmade dishes that 
feel like Nonna’s kitchen. 

For wood-fired perfection, 
Dillon’s Pizza delivers 
blistered crusts and bold 

toppings straight from the 
oven.
Flynn’s Irish Pub brings 

the spirit of Ireland to 
Penetanguishene with hearty 
fare and lively atmosphere, 
while Cafe Kittyhawk offers 
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a stylish escape with artisanal 
coffee and craft cocktails by 
night. Birch Canoe blends 
cottage chic with elevated 
comfort food, perfect for a 
relaxed evening.

Step into The Arch for upscale 
dining with a creative twist, or 
go retro at The World Famous 
Dock Lunch, a nostalgic diner 
serving classic favourites with a 
side of charm.

Whether you’re sipping, 

snacking, or savoring, the Heart 
of Georgian Bay is a feast for the 
senses—and every bite feels like 
home.

For a full list of dining options 
in the Heart of Georgian Bay, 
scan the QR code below.
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BED & BREAKFASTS
BEACON SHORE 
ON GEORGIAN BAY B&B
128 Midland Point Road, 
Midland
(705) 526-5005 
beaconshorebb.com

CAPTAIN’S HOUSE 
HERITAGE B&B
423 Hugel Avenue, Midland
(705) 427-1339 
bbcanada.com

DRAGONFLY DREAMS INN
670 Hugel Avenue, Midland
(416) 801-6588 
dragonflydreamsinn.ca

GEORGIAN TERRACE 
GUEST HOUSE
14 Water Street, 
Penetanguishene
(416)-527-1889
bbcanada.com

NOEL’S NEST COUNTRY B&B
2770 Triple Bay Road,  
Port McNicoll
(647) 774-9274
noelsnestcbb.business.site

TUCKED INN 
THE HARBOUR B&B
197 Robins Point Road, 
Victoria Harbour
(705) 534-4196 
tuckedinntheharbour.com
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CAMPING
AWENDA PROVINCIAL PARK
670 Awenda Park Road, Tiny
(705) 549-2231
ontarioparks.com

BAYFORT CAMP
3321 Ogdens Beach Road, 
Port McNicoll
(705) 526-8704
bayfortcamp.com

BELL FALLS FAMILY 
CAMPGROUND
1927 Rosemount Road, Tay
(705) 538-2898
bellfalls.comb

GEORGIAN BAY ISLANDS 
NATIONAL PARK
on Beausoleil Island, by boat 
access only
2511 Honey Harbour Road, 
Honey Harbour
(705) 527-7200
parkscanada.gc.ca/gbi

GEORGIAN BAY PARK
4230 Crossland Road, Tiny
(705) 322-8888 
georgianbaypark.com
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HOTELS
COMFORT INN MIDLAND
980 King Street, Midland
(705) 526-2090
choicehotels.com

HAMPTON INN BY HILTON
877 King Street, Midland
(705) 540-9425 | hilton.com

MIDLAND INN & SUITES
720 Prospect Boulevard, 
Midland
(705) 245-1166
midlandinn.com

QUALITY INN & 
CONFERENCE CENTRE
924 King Street, Midland
(705) 526-9307
choicehotels.ca

SUPER 8 MIDLAND
1144 Hugel Avenue, Midland
(705) 526-8288
wyndhamhotels.com

BALM BEACH RESORT 
& MOTEL
15 Tiny Beaches Road N., Tiny
(705) 361-1130
balmbeachresort.com

SUGAR RIDGE 
RETREAT CENTRE
5720 Forgets Road, Tiny
(705) 528-1793
sugarridge.ca

THE FLOATEL
At Hindson Marina
79 Champlain Road, 
Penetanguishene
(705) 549-2991 
hindsonmarina.com

McGIBBON BY THE BAY
32 Water Street, 
Penetanguishene
(705) 528-4360 
mcgibbonbythebay.com

THE NEST BY THE BAY
357 King Street, Midland
(705) 526-6900 | 
nestbythebay.com

WOODLAND CEDARS 
COTTAGE RESORT
1985 Tiny Beaches Road S., Tiny
(705) 361-1461 
woodlandcedars.com

RESORTS

SHORT-TERM RENTALS

For complete accommodation 
listings, scan the QR code below.
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Have a great time in the Heart of Georgian Bay, at one of 
the many festivals and events that fill up our calendars. Small 
community celebrations, intimate workshops, guided walking 
tours, large festivals and great entertainment venues.

Don’t miss Ontario’s Best Butter Tart Festival, Pumpkinferno, 
and First Light – each earning the title of one of Festivals & Events 
Ontario’s Top 100 Festivals and Events year over year!

SUNSET PADDLE
Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre

Experience the sights and 
sounds that the moonlit 
trails of the Wye Marsh, in a 
voyageur canoe! After learning 
about the marsh at night 
through hoots, chatter, coos, 
yips and howls, relax by the 
fire and enjoy a roasted snack 
and a warm cup of cedar tea 
or hot chocolate. Space is 
very limited for this exclusive 
program, to allow for the best 
experience possible.

PENETANGUISHENE 
WINTERAMA
Participating locations  
in Penetanguishene

Ontario’s oldest winter 

carnival, the 78th annual 
Winterama is a celebration 
of Canadian seasonality. It is 
an opportunity to renew an 
interest in outdoor activity and 
share the heritage of the area. 
Purchase a commemorative 
button for access to a weekend 
of fun at locations throughout 
the town and don’t miss 
Winterama classics like pea 
soup and tourtière.

Live music, food and 
entertainment bring 
together local Francophone, 
Anglophone and Indigenous 
cultures, celebrating years of 
history in Penetanguishene, 
Ontario and Canada. An 
outdoor festival to celebrate 
who we are as Canadians.
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SWEETWATER 
HARVEST FESTIVAL
Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre and 
Sainte-Marie among the Hurons

Escape to a time when 
maple syrup was made over an 
open fire. This outdoor event 
celebrates the history of maple 
syrup and the role it plays in our 
cultural and natural heritage. 
Wye Marsh’s biggest event of 
the year now includes historic 
programming at Sainte-Marie 
among the Hurons.

ONTARIO MAPLE WEEKEND
Williams Farm and 
Windlee Farms

Experience the traditional 
maple sugaring craft and taste 
why pure Ontario maple syrup 
is a favourite springtime treat. 
Enjoy sugarbush tours, taffy 
on snow, tractor-drawn wagon 
rides, and more! This event takes 
place across the province, but 
here in the Heart of Georgian 
Bay, Windlee Farms and Williams 
Farm will be ready to welcome 
you!

ONTARIO’S BEST 
BUTTER TART FESTIVAL
A Festivals & Events Ontario 
Top 100 Winner
Downtown Midland

A butter tart is a delectable 
pastry filled with a sweet filling 
made of butter, sugar, egg and 
syrup. This one-day festival is 
your chance to get your hands 
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on 300,000 of them! Stroll 
Midland’s downtown to find 
200+ vendors selling tarts 
of all kinds, plus food trucks, 
live entertainment, and kids’ 
zone. The best of the best are 
here – there is even an official 
competition to determine 
Ontario’s Best Butter Tart.

LE FESTIVAL DU LOUP
Lafontaine Park, Tiny

Celebrate the pride of the 
deep-rooted Francophone 
community in Tiny Township, 
through music, food and 
fun. This family-forward 
festival’s name comes from 
the local legend of the ‘Loup 
de Lafontaine’, in which a 
wolf terrorizes the divided 
community of Lafontaine 
and how its residents came 
together and became stronger 
in the end. Highlights include 

the tractor parade, community 
dinner and lively French-
Canadian music all day long!

PIRATES OF THE BAY
Discovery Harbour

Discovery Harbour is 
transformed into a pirates’ 
paradise with plenty of 
kid-friendly, pirate-themed 
activities. Sword fights, pirate 
ship tours, canon firing, and 
more!

GEORGIAN BAY 
WATERFRONT FESTIVAL
Harbourside Park  
and Midland Harbour

A two-day celebration on 
the shores of Georgian Bay. 
The weekend includes working 
tugboats, artisan vendors, live 
music, family activities, mural 
tours, and community art 
engagement opportunities.
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THE BAY STUDIO TOUR
Participating artist studios

See the Heart of Georgian 
Bay through an artist’s lens by 
participating in a self-guided 
route of art studios across 
the region. 20+ locations are 
ready to welcome you. Meet 
the artists, learn about their 
inspirations and techniques, 
and bring home that perfect 
piece. Talented participants 
create visual art of all mediums.

HERITAGE BOAT SHOW
Huronia Museum

An annual event to 
showcase an array of antique 
Georgian Bay boats, with 
their enthusiastic owners on 
hand to share stories about 
their restoration and care. 
Lepage Fish Sales will serve 
the freshest Georgian Bay fish 
caught that very day. You can 
also enjoy live music, kids’ 
activities, vendor market, and 
access to the museum.

CRUISIN’ CLASSICS 
CAR SHOW
Downtown Midland

Midland’s main street will be 
transformed into a showcase of 
classic cars. Stroll downtown, 
admire the vintage rides, and 
enjoy the nostalgic atmosphere 
in the heart of town.
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For more 
event listings 

and details 
scan the QR 
code below
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PUMPKINFERNO
A Festivals & Events Ontario 
Top 100 Winner
Discovery Harbour

Every weekend in the month 
of October, this award-winning 
outdoor event transforms 
historic Discovery Harbour 
into a mesmerizing display 
of artistic artificial pumpkin 
carvings, ranging from 
whimsical designs to stunning 
masterpieces. Bosun’s Brig 
Escape Room and other spooky 
attractions are also available.

GRIMM GROUNDS
Georgian Bay Park

During the month of October, 
head into the deep, dark woods 
where you will encounter 
terrifying sounds, impressive 
sets and live monstrosities. 
Daytime walk-throughs are also 
available, for little ones and the 
not-so-brave.

HOMETOWN HARVEST
Sainte-Marie among the Hurons

Visit the historic site 
during Thanksgiving 
weekend to enjoy historical 
demonstrations, crafts and 
interactive activities for all 
ages, plus an outdoor market 
with more than 30 vendors of 
handcrafted items.

FIRST LIGHT
A Festivals & Events Ontario 
Top 100 Winner
Sainte-Marie among the Hurons

An enchanting holiday 
tradition for young and old 
during which the 17th century 
French mission is illuminated 
with more than 5,000 
candles and brought to life 
with the sounds and smells 
of the festive season. First 
Light offers visitors a unique 
experience on select weekends 
in November and December, 
with on-site music, crafts, food 
tastings, and more than 50 
artisan vendors. 
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